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Greetings fellow members! 
a quick note from Kristy Dye, Public Relations 

Summer is finally upon us 
and it’s time for our summer 
2017 newsletter. I know this is 
a busy time of year. For many, 
our home lives are different 
with the kids out of school 
and vacations and summer 
activities in full swing. Work 
can be a little crazy this time 
of year also. Vacation season 
pulls you and other staff 
members away from the 
office. College and school age 
kids all want their hygiene 
appointments and wisdom 
teeth out and of course there 
are many patients who want 
that “issue” fixed pronto 
because they are going out of 

town…like 
tomorrow. Just 
remember, your 
fellow members are 
all in this together 
with you and 
hopefully we can 
make time for plenty 
of R & R in between 
the madness. 
Perhaps some of you 
will be reading this 
edition pool or 
beachside. If not, 
just pretend, put on 
that sunscreen, and 
enjoy!
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Eighth District Web 
Presence 

• • • 

If you haven’t already, check out our 
Eighth District website. Matt Palomaki 
has worked tirelessly to make it 
attractive, pertinent, and easy to 
navigate. See for yourself at 
www.eighthdistrictdentalsociety.com 

We also have an Instagram and 
Facebook page, courtesy of Matt’s 
efforts. We encourage each of you to 
like our Facebook page and also start 
following us on Instagram. Please feel 
free to communicate with posts and 
pictures on either site. Also, we are 
calling all members to capture a 
candid and unflattering picture of 
Matt Palomaki to post on Instagram. 
Matt has made many of us a victim. 
See for yourself below. 

 

 

http://www.eighthdistrictdentalsociety.com/
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TDA Annual Session, Gatlinburg, TN, May 18-20 

 

This year we celebrated the 
TDA’s 150th annual session! 
The turnout was great with 
over 1,000 dentists and staff in 
attendance. The eighth district 
was well represented also 
with several of our members 
present. A wide variety of CE 
was offered including some 
nationally recognized 
speakers.  

We celebrated our association 
in Gatlinburg, TN. For those 
of you who have not visited 
the area since the devastating 
fires in 2016, we are happy to 
report the residents there are 
bouncing back.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the community 
spoke at the President’s Party 
urging people to visit, 
bringing tourism back, in an 
effort to rebuild not only 
physically but emotionally as 
well. The evidence of the fires 
is abundant, but the city is 
still beautiful and many of the 
same attractions are still up 
and running, so make plans to 
visit soon! 

The TDA has also been 
working hard to rebrand. A 
new logo (pictured at the end 
of this article) was selected 
recently by our Board of 
Trustees. There are also efforts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

underway to enhance our 
association’s image 
specifically by upgrading our 
website with a new, sleek 
design while also being more 
user-friendly. We look 
forward to those changes in 
the near future.  

Lastly, an increase in dues of 
$25 was passed at the House 
of Delegates this year. So 
don’t slack off too hard this 
summer so you can pay for 
that! 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

  

The Eighth District represented! 

…Professionals by day, Bicuspid Bandits by 
night… 
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OFFICE SPOTLIGHT:  

BACK 2 BASICS DENTISTRY 

We believe in getting to know our dental 
neighbors. This edition, we are spotlighting Back 
2 Basics Dentistry. The doctors at this office have 
graciously shared info about themselves and their 
practice. Dr. Cornell has been doing some really 
cool stuff treating OSA and Dr. Jones received his 
50 year pin this year…Congratulations! Just 
under a year ago, B2B added Dr. Rose Keeling to 
their dental staff. We are excited that she has 
joined our community and we want to officially 
welcome her to our district! 

 

 

 

Dr. Jones 
• • • 

My wife Barbara and I recently 
celebrated our 54th wedding anniversary 
with our three married children and our 
seven grandchildren.  We love animals 
and have dogs, alpacas, goats, sheep, 
geese and a pond full of fish.   

I have been practicing dentistry since my 
graduation from dental school in 1967 
and recently received my 50 year pin 
during the Music City Dental 
Conference.  I continue to work one day 
a week seeing my favorite patients.  My 
favorite thing about working for Back 2 
Basics Dentistry is working with my 
daughters Jennifer Cornell and Kristina 
Rains.  My favorite dental treatment is 
any treatment that makes my patient 
happy and /or improves their quality of 
life.  My advice after all these years is to 
just remember the only thing that is 
constant is change.   

 

Pictured left to right: Dr. Keeling, 
Dr. Jones, Dr. Cornell 
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Dr. Cornell 
• • • 

I am married to Corey and we have a three 
year old named Zachary.  We have one cat 
and I hope to be able to talk my husband 
into having a dog soon!  When I am not at 
the office, thinking or reading about 
dentistry I love spending time with my 
family, reading, yoga and playing a few 
holes of golf.   

I have been practicing dentistry for 12 
years.  I graduated from Meharry School of 
Dentistry in 2005.  It never gets old!  I love 
what we do and I love to keep learning.  
What I love most about our office is the 
people.  We have a terrific team that I look 
forward to working with.  We have great 
long time patients who have stayed with 
the practice even with all its transition.  I 
love working with my dad and soaking up 
all his wisdom from practicing for 50 years!  
He is still a walking dental encyclopedia!  I 
have also loved the addition of Rose to our 
practice.  She has brought such a beautiful 
smile and fresh outlook.    

What I find most rewarding right now are 
treating patients for obstructive sleep 
apnea.  It is such a great journey to follow a 
patient who has not slept well for long and 
to finally watch their eyes sparkle when 
they are getting the rest their bodies need.   

My advice would be to never stop learning.  
I love dentistry and the fact that you can 
always improve or learn new things.   

 

Dr. Keeling 
• • • 

My name is Sruthi Rose Keeling (I prefer to 
be called Rose). My family and I moved to 
Nashville TN winter of 1999 and my 
parents still live in the same house.   I have 
one younger brother named Jonathan Joyce 
who lives in Green Hills area of Nashville. I 
am married to Thomas Keeling who is a 
pediatric dentist and works for Cumberland 
Pediatrics in White House. We met in 
Dental School in Boston.  We are expecting 
our first baby boy this October and are very 
excited. 

Some of my hobbies include gardening, 
baking, reading, traveling, trying new foods 
and repurposing/up cycling old furniture. 

I graduated from Boston University School 
of Dental Medicine May 2014 and also 
completed a one year AEGD residency with 
Lutheran Medical Center. I have been 
practicing dentistry for 2 years now and 
enjoy every minute of it. 

There are so many things to love about 
working at Back to Basics Dentistry. Dr. 
Jones and Dr. Cornell are amazing mentors 
and have guided me and taught me so 
much since I started working at B2B August 
2016.  I also love our entire team. We all 
work well together and have fun at the 
same time. It's a very special office that you 
don't always find everywhere. 

Continued on the following page 
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Dr. Keeling, continued 
• • • 

Some of the most rewarding experiences at B2B have been working with anxious new patients that 
need filings, crowns, root canals and extractions done. They have had terrible experiences in the 
past and have neglected their dental care as a result.  At B2B we've been able to make these patients 
comfortable and create a trusting relationship with them while restoring their smiles. So many 
patients have had such great experiences since coming to our practice and feel much less anxious 
and get on track with their dental care. That is truly rewarding. 

A piece of advice that helped me this past year is to keep an open mind, be willing to learn at every 
opportunity that is available and most of all be positive. I've been blessed to have found my first 
associateship with Dr. Cornell at Back to Basics Dentistry! I look forward to the years to come! 

 

 

 

GOT SUGGESTIONS? 
Do you have something in mind you 

would like to see in our next edition of 
Eighth District News? Or, do you know 
of an office or dentist in our district you 

want to spotlight? We are always 
looking for ways to improve our 

newsletter. If you have any ideas or 
suggestions, please email Dr. Kristy Dye 

at kj2004ch@aol.com. 
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 Newly Elected Eighth District Officers 
for 2017-2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President, Tim Carter 

caterperio@gmail.com 

        
 

   

 

 

   

 

   

 
 

Secretary, Matt Palomaki 

matthewbpalomaki@gmail.com 

Treasurer, Kevin Kennedy 

kevinkennedyjr@yahoo.com 
 

Thank you to our outstanding past 
president, Shawn Lehman-Grimes! 

2017-2018  

Local Event Calendar 
• • • 

-Thursday, Aug 10th, location TBD, 6-
8pm: Kick-off Meeting w/ Dr. Sloan 
McLaughlin, “Restoring 
Endodontically Treated Teeth” 

-Thursday, September 7th, location 
and speaker TBD, 6-8pm: Meeting 

-Thursday, Oct 12th, CCC, 6-8pm: 
Legislative Night (this date is tentative) 

-Friday, Nov 10th, Sango Event Center, 
8am-1pm: Dr. Edgard Elchaar, 
“Challenges in Implant Dentistry” 

-Thursday, Dec 7th, Freedom Point, 6-
8pm: Christmas Party 

-Thursday, Jan 11th, location TBD, 6-
8pm: Dr. Bill Herald, Periodontist 

-Thursday, Feb 8th, location TBD, 6-
8PM: Dr. Armando Aguilara Jr, 
“Medical Emergencies” 

-Thursday, Mar 8th, location TBD, 6-
8pm: David Jackson, CDT (owner of 
MidSouth Dental Lab), “Digital 
Dentistry” 

-Thursday, Apr 5th, location TBD, 6-
8pm: Officer Installation 

-May 4th-6th, Franklin, TN: 151st TDA 
Annual Session 

Please check the eighth district website for 
updates 

Trustee, Anthony Carroccia 

drtonycarroccia@yahoo.com 
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